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CHINA. 

GLEAMS  OF  SUNSHINE. 
BY  MISS  ANDREWS. 

Two  or  three  facts  have  come  to  my  knowledge  recently, 
which  have  greatly  encouraged  me,  making  me  feel  that  the 
seed  we  are  sowing  is  not  all  lost.  We  have  need  to  count 
all  the  gleams  of  sunshine  when  there  is  so  much  of  dark- 
ness all  around  us.  A  woman  by  the  name  of  Sun,  who 
has  been  sewing  for  us,  and  has  learned  to  read  a  little, 
has  manifested  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  our  religion.  I 
think,  for  some  time  past,  that  she  has  been  fully  convinced 
that  what  we  teach  is  truth,  and  has  had  a  desire  to  follow 
it.  At  the  last  Chinese  new  year,  when  the  "kitchen  gods" 
are  always  burned,  and  new  ones  set  up  in  their  places,  she 
told  me  she  had  ceased  to  worship  hers,  and  did  not  intend 
to  have  one  in  the  house  any  longer.  However,  when  the 
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day  came,  lier  husband  insisted  on  setting  up  the  new  god ; 
and  she  was  unable  to  prevent  it.  But  her  little  girl,  one 
of  my  Sabbath  class,  —  a  bright,  independent  child,  yet  al- 
ways so  restless  and  inattentive,  that  I  had  some  doubts  as 
to  whether  she  had  ever  gained  a  single  idea  of  the  truth, 
—  protested  against  it,  telling  her  father  that  it  was  not  a 
god  at  all,  it  was  nothing  but  a  sheet  of  paper  with  a  picture 
on  it;  that  it  was  wrong  to  worship  it,  and  God  would  be 
angry.  The  mother  and  child  at  last  gained  their  point ; 
and  the  idol  was  destroyed. 

Some  time  afterward,  the  youngest  child  in  the  family 
was  taken  very  sick,  so  that  they  feared  it  would  die.  The 
doctress  that  was  called  asked  at  once  where  their  god  was, 
and  assured  them,  that,  unless  a  new  one  was  immediately 
set  up,  there  was  no  hope  of  the  child's  life ;  telling  them 
of  a  little  girl  whom  we  had  taught  to  read,  who  had  died 
four  years  before,  undoubtedly  because  her  mother  had  de- 
stroyed their  "  kitchen  god."  The  father,  greatly  alarmed 
by  this  story,  and  fearing  for  the  life  of  his  child,  sent  at 
once  for  a  new  idol,  and  established  it  in  its  place,  where  it 
has  remained  ever  since;  though  the  mother  refuses  to  wor- 
ship it,  and  gives  the  praise  of  her  child's  recovery  to  God 
alone.  She  says  she  has  prayed  daily  for  a  long  time; 
and  a  few  weeks  ago,  at  one  of  our  little  weekly  meetings 
for  women,  she  offered  a  short,  simple,  earnest  prayer  that 
pleased  me  much.  She  had  appeared  unusually  interested 
during  the  meeting,  in  our  talk  about  the  words,  "  Behold  I 
stand  at  the  door,  and  knock ; "  and,  in  a  little  conversation 
which  I  had  with  her  afterward,  she  told  me,  with  tears  in 
her  eyes,  that  she  did  want  to  be  a  Christian ;  but  her  hus- 
band would  keep  the  idol  in  the  house,  and  she  couldn't 
help  it.  She  seemed  to  think,  that  while  the  false  god  had 
its  place  in  her  home,  even  though  unworshipped  by  her, 
God  would  not  accept  her  service.    She  appeared  greatlv 
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relieved  and  very  happy,  when  I  told  her,  if  it  was  kept  con- 
trary to  her  wishes,  and  she  steadily  refused  to  worship  it, 
that  its  being  there  would  not  be  counted  a  sin  to  her,  and 
she  could  still  serve  the  Saviour.  Poor  woman  !  She 
will  not  find  it  easy  to  follow  Jesus  in  the  face  of  her  hus- 
band's opposition  and  the  ridicule  of  her  friends  and  neigh- 
bors ;  but  she  seems  to  have  great  strength  of  will.  And,  if 
she  does  indeed  love  the  Saviour,  I  trust  he  will  give  her 
grace  to  live  a  Christian  life,  and  to  bear  all  for  him. 
Pray  for  her. 

During  the  past  winter,  my  Bible-reader,  Mrs.  Tsua,  has 
had  a  long  and  very  dangerous  sickness  ;  so  that  for  some 
time  we  did  not  think  it  possible  she  could  recover :  she 
herself  feels  almost  as  if  she  had  been  raised  from  the 
dead.  She  has  frequently  been  very  sick  before,  and  has 
always  manifested  a  great  fear  of  death ;  but,  all  through 
this  last  sickness,  her  heart  was  kept  in  perfect  peace,  rest- 
ing in  the  Saviour. 

I  think  I  must  have  written  you  last  autumn  of  a  Sab- 
bath class  of  little  girls  which  I  had  just  started.  I  have 
kept  it  up  during  the  winter  and  spring;  and  I  think  it 
promises  well.  Most  of  the  pupils  come  from  heathen 
families ;  and  their  parents  are  easily  frightened  by  any 
thing  they  hear  said  against  us.  Once  or  twice  I  have 
lost  about  half  my  scholars  through  a  few  words  spoken  by 
some  one  who  knew  nothing  about  us,  except  that  we  were 
foreigners,  and  therefore  to  be  feared  or  hated.  Some- 
times, after  a  few  weeks,  as  the  alarm  passes  away,  the 
children  come  back ;  but  I  cannot,  of  course,  expect  to  keep 
up  a  very  regular  class,  so  long  as  the  parents  have  no 
interest  in  the  truth,  nor  desire  to  have  their  children 
taught.  The  little  girls  seem  to  enjoy  it  very  much  ;  and 
the  hour  I  spend  with  them  is  to  me  one  of  the  pleasantest 
of  the  week.    They  are  gathering  up  a  little  store  of  Bible 
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verses,  learning  one  each  Sabbath  ;  and  it  pleases  me  to  see 
how  anxious  they  are  to  remember  them.  I  have  the 
verses  written  in  Chinese  on  the  picture-cards  which  I  give 
them ;  and  in  this  way  a  few  of  the  precious  words  are 
finding  entrance  into  their  homes,  to  be  read,  it  may  be, 
by  some  to  whose  hearts  they  will  come  as  a  message  from 
God.  They  are  also  learning  the  language  of  prayer,  and 
something  of  its  meaning,  I  hope ;  and  slowly,  very 
slowly,  they  are  gaining  a  little  knowledge  of  the  great 
truths  of  the  Bible.  Will  you  not  join  with  us,  dear 
friends,  in  praying  that  the  scattered  seed  may  not  be 
lost  ?  It  is  a  great  joy  to  us  to  know  that  your  prayers 
go  up  with  ours  for  the  coming  of  God's  Spirit  in  this 
land. 


TURKEY. 
AMONG  THE  VILLAGES. 

BY  MRS.  WHEELER. 
(CONCLUDED.) 

We  know  our  readers  will  be  glad  to  join  Mrs.  Wheeler 
once  more  in  her  visits  among  the  women  in  the  village  of 
Ichmeh.  We  regret  that  the  account  of  them  could  not  be 
continued  in  the  last  number. 

"  In  one  house  we  found  an  old  lady  from  another  village, 
who  was  quite  haughty  at  first,  saying,  — 

" 1 1  am  as  good  as  you  Prots.  Of  course,  reading  the 
Bible  is  a  good  thing :  we  have  the  Bible  in  our  churches.' 

"  'Do  you  understand  the  ancient  Bible  when  read  ?  ' 

"  <  No.' 

" '  Then  I  will  read  it  to  you  in  English.  Do  you  under- 
stand that  ?  But  it  is  the  Bible.  Now  I  will  give  you  the 
same  in  your  spoken  language.   Do  you  know  what  I  read  ? ' 
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"'Yes.' 

"After  awhile  she  became  very  kind  and  gentle,  and 
listened  earnestly  as  I  told  her  we  must  look  to  Jesus  as  our 
only  perfect  example ;  that  to  be  a  Protestant  was  not  to 
be  a  Christian  ;  that  we  must  be  like  Jesus  Christ. 

"  In  another  house  we  saw  an  old  woman,  who  was  sure 
she  should  go  to  heaven,  saying,  1 1  will  take  Christ  by  the 
collar,  and  go  in.  I  will  not  stay  out.'  It  is  not  of  much 
use  to  try  to  influence  such  persons  ;  but,  as  the  room  was 
partly  filled  with  women  who  had  come  in  to  hear  us,  I 
talked  with  them  about  the  way  to  heaven,  repeated  a  part 
of  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  John,  and  prayed  with  them. 
The  old  lady  listened  to  all  I  said ;  and  it  is  not  impossible 
for  God  to  bless  the  words  spoken,  even  to  her. 

"  We  visited  one  place  where  we  found  poverty,  it  is  true, 
but  something  also  that  refreshed  our  souls.  It  was  the 
home  of  priest  Emanuol,  his  wife,  and  six  children.  There 
were  no  carpets  nor  cushions,  except  a  few  that  we  should 
call  rags ;  but  every  thing  looked  clean,  even  though  the 
floor  was  of  mud,  and  the  house  small.  They  brought  a 
cushion  from  another  room  for  me,  probably  a  part  of  their 
bedding  ;  and  the  mother  received  us  with  a  cheerful  smile. 
The  father  was  not  there.  His  work  is  weaving,  for  which 
he  gets  twelve  cents  a  day.  Once  he  was  the  respected 
priest  of  that  part  of  the  village ;  but  the  Protestant  Bible 
found  its  way  into  the  house.  It  was  God's  word,  why 
shouldn't  they  read  it  ?  They  hurried  the  little  ones  to 
bed ;  and,  when  no  eye  but  God's  could  see,  the  priest  brought 
out  the  concealed  book,  and  read  it  with  his  wife  night  after 
night.  The  Holy  Spirit  blessed  the  words,  and  they  wept 
over  them  together.  But  there  was  joy  in  heaven  ;  and  joy 
came  to  these  weeping  ones.  Jesus'  love  was  sweeter  than 
the  priest's  office  ;  and  the  noble  wife  said,  '  Let  us  cling  to 
the  religion  taught  in  the  Bible.    I  will  take  your  hand, 
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and  beg  from  house  to  house,  but  will  go  to  the  old  church 
no  more.' 

"Of  course,  this  made  a  great  excitement;  and  persecu- 
tion followed.  The  people  called  (  Prot J  after  them  wher- 
ever they  went.  The  priests  and  vartabeds  cursed  them 
publicly.  They  were  hungry  and  cold;  but  the  Bible  with 
all  its  rich  comfort  remained  to  them.  Their  relatives  up- 
braided, and  the  people  hissed  at  them  when  they  went 
abroad  ;  but  they  reviled  not  again.  The  persecution  has 
ceased ;  but  the  good  wife  thinks  they  are  still  in  danger. 
The  hope  of  a  large  salary  is  held  out  to  tempt  him  to  re- 
turn to  the  priest's  office.  He  seems  determined;  but  we  feel 
that  God  alone  can  keep  him.  Several  priests  who  became 
Protestants  have  gone  back  for  the  '  loaves  and  fishes  : '  but 
these  have  remained  firm  for  five  or  six  years ;  and  we  trust 
they  will  continue  to  the  end.  The  wife  said,  i  We  are 
weak;  pray  for  us.'  The  cross  which  these  'little  ones'  are 
called  to  bear  is  a  heavy  one ;  but  I  am  sure  Jesus  will  help 
them. 

"  I  will  tell  you  of  my  visits  to  the  three  Kohars  (  jewels), 
and  then  we  will  leave  Ichmeh  for  a  time.  One  of  these 
Kohars  is  almost  blind,  and  cannot  read  God's  word ;  but 
she  is  a  member  of  the  church  here,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
she  is  being  polished  for  the  Master's  crown  in  heaven. 
She  is  a  widow,  yet  gives  her  tenth,  and  has  consecrated  her 
little  girl  to  Christ.  She  sends  her  to  the  village  school 
every  day,  that  she  may  be  ready  to  go  to  the  Harpoot  Sem- 
inary when  she  is  old  enough.  The  second  Kohar  is  quite 
an  old  lady,  who  also  loves  Jesus.  A  little  boy  from  the 
school  gives  her  lessons ;  and  she  is  learning  to  read  the 
Bible  for  herself.  The  third  is  a  rather  thoughtless  young 
woman,  who  cares  more  for  the  things  of  this  world,  and 
thinks  she  has  enough  to  do  without  reading.  She  belongs 
to  that  class  who  say,  1  How  can  I  attend  to  these  things  ? 
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You  who  have  nothing  to  do  can  be  religious  :  I  am  a  bride, 
and  have  to  work.'  So  you  see,  Satan  puts  just  the  same 
falsehoods  into  the  mouths  of  some  here  as  he  does  in 
America,  —  '  No  time  to  do  what  God  requires.'  Ah  !  this 
'jewel'  is  lost  in  the  rubbish  of  this  world,  when  God  in- 
tended it  should  shine  for  ever  and  ever  in  heaven." 


CEYLON. 
LETTER  FROM  MISS  TOWNSHEND. 

Shall  I  introduce  you  to  the  first  graduating  class  of 
the  Udupitty  Female  Boarding  School  ?  Of  the  seventeen 
girls  who  joined  the  school  at  its  opening,  five  years  ago, 
seven  only  have  remained  to  complete  the  regular  course  ; 
perhaps  I  ought  to  say  six,  because  the  seventh  has  dropped 
back  into  another  class.  Their  names  are  Rebekah  Tun- 
kum,  Julia  Sinnatunkutchy,  Laura  Sinachy,  Eunice  Sinna- 
pille,  Maria  Tunkum,  and  Marnickum  Catharine  —  all 
Christians,  and  all  but  Maria  going  back  to  heathen  homes. 
Rebekah  and  Julia  live  in  a  large  village  about  five  miles 
from  here,  near  the  houses  of  our  catechist  and  school- 
teacher, who  are  the  only  Christian  people  there.  Julia 
has  already  commenced  a  school  in  her  father's  house. 

In  the  last  one  of  the  many  class  and  general  prayer 
meetings  held  during  the  closing  week  of  school,  each  one 
repeated  a  verse  for  us  to  remember  as  her  favorite  passage 
of  Scripture.  Rebekah's  was,  "  Ye  shall  be  hated  of  all 
men  for  my  name's  sake ;  but  he  that  endureth  to  the  end 
shall  be  saved."  Oh,  how  much  more  she  knew  of  the 
truth  of  the  former  part  of  this  verse  than  we  do !  She  is 
an  orphan,  living  with  her  married  sisters,  who  are  very 
cold  toward  us  when  we  go  there ;  and  we  may  be  sure  she 
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has  little  sympathy  from  them.  Julia  repeated,  "As  I  was 
with  ]\ Loses,  so  I  will  be  with  thee.  I  will  not  fail  thee  nor 
forsake  thee." 

Laura,  who  lives  near  us,  is  a  poor  friendless  little  thing; 
her  mother  and  many  other  relatives  having  died  of  cholera 
six  years  ago.  She  is  ardent  and  earnest  in  her  piety,  and 
conscientious  in  all  she  does.  It  was  a  long  time  before 
she  could  hope  that  she  was  a  Christian,  because  the  good 
feelings  she  had  when  she  was  reading  the  Bible  and  pray- 
ing "  wouldn't  stay."  Her  father  is  kind  to  her,  but  he  is 
away  much  of  the  time ;  and  her  sisters  are  very  bitter  in 
their  hatred  of  her  Christianity.  I  wish  I  could  give  the 
story  in  her  own  words,  —  her  distress  about  the  salvation 
of  her  friends,  her  anxiety  that  she  may  be  patient  and 
strong  under  all  difficulties,  and  her  fear  about  the  future. 
When  she  prays,  it  seems  as  though  her  very  life  would  go 
out  in  petitions  for  help.  Her  verse  was,  "  Love  is  as  strong 
as  death."  Eunice,  her  cousin,  lives  near  here  also.  She  has 
no  trouble  at  home,  and  is  a  quiet,  sweet-dispositioned  girl. 
She  repeated,  "  J3e  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give 
thee  a  crown  of  life." 

Maria,  whose  parents  became  Christians  soon  after  she 
did,  is  older  than  the  others,  and  has  always  been  a  very 
faithful  ally  in  all  my  work  for  the  pupils  or  the  women  in 
the  village.  She  is  very  fond  of  the  Scriptures,  and  seems 
to  know  them  almost  by  heart ;  though  she  could  scarcely 
read  when  she  came  to  us.  When  in  school,  she  was  con- 
tinually putting  Bible  questions  to  the  groups  of  girls  about 
her ;  and  when  the  scholars  were  seated  together,  sewing, 
she  would  often  say,  "Amman,  please  ask  us  Bible  ques- 
tions." I  frequently  took  her  out  with  me  to  talk  to  the 
women  in  the  village  ;  and,  though  she  thus  violated  the  cus- 
toms of  the  people,  her  evident  piety  and  singleness  of  pur- 
pose prevented  all  remark.    She  was  always  glad  to  be 
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asked  to  go ;  and  no  one  objected  to  it.  Her  talent  for  the 
work  was  quite  remarkable.  She  would  talk  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes,  without  the  least  hesitation,  so  earnestly, 
so  affectionately,  and  yet  so  clearly  and  simply,  that  women 
who  had  never  had  a  dozen  thoughts  in  their  lives  would 
listen  with  breathless  attention  ;  and  then  she  would  go  to 
another  place  and  do  the  same,  without  repeating  any 
thing  she  had  previously  said.  She  knew  whereof  she 
affirmed  when  she  testified  for  a  living  Saviour  and  to  the 
vanity  of  idol  worship  Her  verse  was,  "  Who  shall  sepa- 
rate us  from  the  love  of  Christ  ?  99  Marnickum  is  an  orphan, 
with  no  friends;  her  father  and  step-mother  having  died 
during  the  last  year.  She  repeated,  "  I  am  thy  part  and 
thine  inheritance." 

I  would  rather  these  girls  had  left  school  to  be  married 
and  mistresses  in  their  own  homes,  than  to  return  to  the 
seclusion  of  their  parents'  houses.  They  can  probably  do 
more  good  as  they  are ;  but  they  will  need  more  grace  to 
conduct  themselves  wisely.  The  seventeen  original  mem- 
bers of  the  school  are  all  scattered  now :  twelve  of  them 
belong  to  the  family  of  Christ  on  earth.  We  hear  most 
encouraging  accounts  of  those  who  have  left  us  before  this 
time.  Those  especially  who  are  in  their  own  homes  are 
doing  an  important  work  in  inducing  different  members  of 
the  household  to  attend  church,  and  renounce  idol  worship. 

Here  I  must  close.  The  women  of  the  villages  who  hear 
the  gospel  from  us  and  from  others  are  usually  attentive 
and  respectful ;  but  they  often  have  an  air  of  sufferance,  as 
if  they  were  doing  us  a  favor  by  giving  us  an  opportunity 
to  discharge  our  duty.  Oh !  when  I  look  about  me,  I  feel 
that  I  have  indeed  gone  down  into  the  pit;  and  I  look  up 
to  you  who  are  in  the  light  and  atmosphere  of  Christianity 
for  the  succor  of  your  prayers.  Are  you  realizing  our 
needs,  dear  friends,  and  asking  for  souls  from  Ceylon  ? 
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NEW  BRANCHES. 

We  are  very  glad  to  announce  to  our  readers  that  a 
third  branch  society,  connected  with  the  Woman's  Board, 
was  organized  on  the  10th  of  June  in  Middlebury,  Vt. 
About  two  hundred  ladies  were  present ;  and  after  a  few 
earnest  words  from  Mrs.  Gyles  Merrill  of  St.  Albans,  and 
others,  the  vote  of  delegates  from  auxiliaries,  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  Vermont  be  a  Branch  ? "  was  in  the 
affirmative.  A  constitution  was  adopted,  and  the  following 
officers  chosen :  Mrs.  Luther  Daniels,  President ;  Mrs.  J. 
H.  Goulding,  Secretary;  Mrs.  George  H.  Fox,  Treasurer. 
Rutland  was  selected  as  the  place  for  the  headquarters  of 
the  society.  Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  the  choice 
of  a  vice-president  for  each  county,  and  other  busi- 
ness, was  postponed  till  the  first  meeting  that  should  be 
called  by  the  president.  The  prompt  arrangement  for  a 
meeting  at  Rutland,  July  30,  gives  promise  of  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  work  throughout  the  State.  We  wish 
to  offer  congratulations  to  our  friends  there,  that  they  are 
sharing  more  and  more  in  the  privileges  of  missionary 
labor,  and  to  bid  them  the  heartiest  of  welcomes  as  the 
Vermont  Branch  of  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 

The  ladies  connected  with  our  auxiliaries  in  Maine  also 
held  a  very  interesting  meeting  at  the  State  conference  in 
Gorham,  June  26  ;  and  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed 
to  take  measures  for  the  formation  of  a  Maine  Branch. 
As  the  requisite  number  of  auxiliary  societies  is  already 
obtained,  we  trust  we  shall  soon  have  the  opportunity  of 
extending  to  them  a  formal  recognition. 


WHO  WILL  HELP? 
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WHO  WILL  HELP? 

BY  MRS.  DR.  AXDERSOX. 

When"  we  came  together  on  the  morning  of  our  anniver- 
sary meeting,  May  29,  our  hearts  were  bowed  down  in 
sorrow;  for  we  had  just  heard  of  the  death  of  our  beloved 
treasurer.  The  words  of  King  David  came  at  once  to 
mind.  As  he  mourned  for  Abner,  he  said,  "  Know  ye  not 
that  there  is  a  prince  and  a  great  man  fallen  this  day  in 
Israel  ?  And  I  am  weak  this  day."  So  we  may  say  to 
each  other,  "  Know  ye  not  that  a  princess  has  fallen  this 
day?  and  we  are  weak."  Not  only  are  our  hearts  saddened, 
our  hands  are  weakened.  Mrs.  Bartlett  has  been  to  us  a 
tower  of  strength  from  the  beginning  of  our  work  in  this 
organization.  She  has  not  only  taken  the  charge  of  all  our 
financial  business,  which  was  no  small  task;  but  she  has 
been  wise  in  counsel,  and  always  ready  with  her  large 
warm  heart  to  sympathize,  to  encourage,  to  aid  the  cause 
in  every  way  in  her  power ;  and  well  may  we  say,  "We  are 
weak." 

Where,  now,  shall  we  turn  for  aid  ?  We  must  not  falter 
in  this  work.  It  is  the  Lord's  work ;  and,  could  our 
departed  sister  speak  to  us,  how  earnestly  would  she  say, 
"Go  forward:  it  is  for  the  conversion  of  heathen  women 
you  are  laboring." 

Even  with  Mrs.  Bartlett?s  efficient  aid,  we  have  felt  the 
need  of  more  strength  in  our  executive  department.  We 
have  willing  hearts,  devoted  and  efficient  workers  ;  but  we 
have  frail  bodies,  family  cares,  many  social  and  church 
duties  ;  and  the  work  is  great,  —  at  times  too  heavy  for  us. 
We  do  not  feel  alone  like  Elijah  ;  for  we  know  there  are 
seven  thousand  sisters  in  our  churches  whose  hearts  are 
with  us,  and  who,  with  a  little  more  sanctified  courage, 
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would  come  forward ;  and  then  all  the  work  could  be  well 
and  easily  done.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  educated 
female  talent  in  our  churches  which  is  unemployed,  lan- 
guishing and  dwarfed  for  want  of  useful,  healthful  devel- 
opment. 

We  ask  for  volunteers,  and  can  testify  that  this  is  a  good 
service.  Who  has  ever  been  heard  to  regret  service  done 
for  Christ's  sake  ?  and  who,  in  future  ages,  will  regret  hav- 
ing their  name  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  conversion  of 
the  world  ? 

Very  often  the  remark  is  made  by  younger  Christians, 
u  I  desire  to  be  more  useful,  but  do  not  know  what  to  do." 
When  Saul  was  converted,  he  prayed  with  great  sincerity 
and  earnestness,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  " 
If  the  daughters  of  our  churches  will  in  like  manner  ask 
the  Lord  what  he  would  have  them  to  do,  and  with  conse- 
cration and  earnestness  will  do  the  first  and  humblest 
duties  that  lie  in  their  path,  the  Lord  will  assuredly  lead 
them,  in  the  ways  of  his  providence,  to  abundant  labors  in 
his  vineyard,  in  some  way  connected  with  the  conversion 
of  the  world. 


"  NEARER  HOME." 

BY  MRS  CAPRON. 

In  Rocky  Hill,  Conn.,  May  15,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Smith  of  the 
Ceylon  Mission. 

In  Boston,  May  27,  Mrs.  Homer  Bartlett. 

These  two,  who  are  now  numbered  among  the  sainted 
dead,  had  a  part  in  the  meeting  of  the  Woman's  Board  in 
New  Haven,  never  to  be  forgotten  by  some  of  us.  All  who 
were  there  will  remember  that  crowded  church.  The 
missionaries'  prayer-ineeting  had  delayed  the  missionary 
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ladies  until  after  the  meeting  had  begun  :  and  they  all 
stood  together  in  the  centre  aisle,  already  lined  on  each 
side  with  seats,  every  one  of  which  was  filled.  But  the}' 
were  eager.  Mrs.  Smith  was  standing  beside  me ;  and  we 
were,  for  the  first  time,  comprehending  these  scenes  of 
which  we  had  heard.  I  had  learned  to  love  her  in  her 
Ceylon  home.  I  found  her  in  London  bereaved  of  the 
daughter  who  was  accompanying  her  to  America.  She 
found  comfort  in  telling  me  all  about  the  last  days,  and  the 
ocean  burial.  It  was  like  this  mother  to  say  to  her  dying 
child,  — 

"  I  have  always  thought  that  I  should  like  to  send 
messages  to  ray  friends  in  heaven  ;  and,  if  you  should  meet 
any  of  them,  you  may  tell  them  what  I  say."  And  so,  the 
messages  all  delivered,  the  precious  child  laid  them  up  in 
her  memory  saying,  "  I  will  remember,  mother ;  but  I  shall 
give  your  love  to  Jesus  first,  because  I  know  that  you  love 
him  best."  Another  daughter  was  waiting  to  welcome  her 
to  her  home  in  this  country  ;  and  in  one  month  she,  too, 
passed  into  the  skies. 

It  was  while  we  were  standing  in  the  crowded  aisle,  and 
while  I  was  caring  for  her  little  strength,  that  Mrs.  Bart- 
lett  began  to  read  a  note  which  had  accompanied  a  dying 
gift  to  the  Woman's  Board.  It  was  from  this  daughter 
who  had  just  gone  to  heaven  ;  but  the  mother  nerved  her- 
self to  calmness,  until  Mrs.  Bartlett,  laying  down  the  note, 
began  in  a  singularlj7  sweet,  clear  voice,  quivering  with 
feeling,  as  if  it  were  an  inspiration,  to  repeat  the  hymn,  — 

"  One  sweetly  solemn  thought." 

Then,  covering  her  face  with  both  hands,  she  sobbed  out 
her  grief,  while  we  all  were  hushed  by  that  voice  which 
went  through  all  the  lines,  to  the  faith  and  trust  of  the 
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ending.  It  was  prophetic  to  them  both  ;  and  the  one,  with 
her  patient  waiting  ended,  now  walks  beside  the  crystal 
sea  with  the  other,  whose  life  was  so  fall  of  vigor,  cheerful 
hope,  and  enthusiastic  service  for  her  Lord. 

[The  two  articles  above  were  sent  us  for  the  August 
number,  but  were  omitted  for  want  of  room.] 


WOMAN'S  BOAED  OF  MISSIONS. 


Receipts  from  June  18  to  July  18. 


MRS.  BENJAMIN  E.  BATES,  Treasurer. 


MAINE. 

Bethel.  —  North  Parish,  aux.,     $10  00 

Catine.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  L.S.Ad- 
ams, Treasurer,  59  89 

Ellsworth—  Prayer  Circle,  aux., 
Miss  L.  L.  Phelps,  Treasurer, 
$6.25;  "Cup  Bearers,"  60 
cents;  "Young  Reapers,"  50 
cents,  7  35 

Freeport,  Souih. — Aux.,  addi- 
tional, to  constitute  L.  M.  Mrs. 
Ellen  M.  Ilsley,  21  50 

Saccarappa.  —  Praying  Circle, 
aux.,  10  00 

Waterford.  —  Rev.  J.  A.  Doug- 
lass, 2  00 


Total,        $110  74 
C.  Rome  Building-Fund. 
Gorham.  —  Aux.,  $4,  making, 
with  previous  contribution  of 
$26,  $30,  4  00 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Hampton.— Anx.,  Miss  O.  W. 
Xeal,  Treasurer,  semi-annual 
amount  towards  support  of 
pupil  in  Mrs.  Edwards's 
school,  $15  00 

Henniker.  — Cong.  Ch.,  9  00 

Keene.  —  Aux.,  1st  Cong.  Ch.,      41  00 
Mason  Village.  —  Miss  Carrie  S. 
Tarbell,  to  constitute  L.  M. 
Miss  Eliza  Barbour,  25  00 


Total,         $90  00 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 
Nashua.  —  Pearl-street  S.  8.,      29  10 


VERMONT. 

Castleton.  —  Mrs.  Maynard,  $2  00 
Plymouth.  -  -  Mrs.  Abigail  Bald- 
win, 4  00 
St.  Albans.  —First  Cong.  Ch., 
aux.,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Safford, 
Treasurer,  of  which  $150  to 
constitute  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Van 
Norden,  Mrs.  Ellen  Chester 
Harris,  Mrs.  George  McG-ow- 
an,  Mrs.  Abbie  Clark,  Mrs.  C. 
D.  Fuller,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Olms- 
etead,                                   240  00 

Total,        $246  00 
C.  Home  Building- Fund. 
Pownal.  —  Mrs.  Sereno  Rood,       2  00 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Athol  Depot.  —  Cong.  Ch.,         $10  00 

Auburndale.  —  Mission  -  Circle, 
Miss  Carrie  Snow,  Treasurer, 
additional,  1  00 

Boldwinsville.  — Mrs.  Stillman 
Norcross,  2  00 

Billerica.  —  Mrs.  Whitman,  $1; 
Mrs.  Wright,  $2;  Mrs.  Ma- 
thews, $1,  4  00 

Boston.  —  Miss  S.  L.  Ropes,  $10 ; 
"  A  Friend,"  $5 ;  Berkeley- 
street  Ch.,  Miss  Katherine  L. 
Bates,  additional  towards  the 
support  of  pupil  in  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards's school,  $8;  Mt. Vernon 
Ch.,  Mrs.  Edw.  S.  Tobey,  $1; 
Union  Ch.,  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Ro- 
gers, to  constitute  herself  L. 
M.,  $25,  49  00 
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Boston  Highlands.  —  Eliot  Ch., 
aux.,  by  Mrs.  R.  Anderson, 
$12;  "Bird  Seed  "by  two  little 
cousins,"  75  cents;  "  Star  Cir- 
cle, $9:  total,  $21.75.  Vine- 
street  Ch.  8  S.,  penny  contribu- 
tion of  Infant  Class,  $6.50,       $28  25 

Braintree.  —  Young  People's 
Mission  Society,  Mrs.  J.  Ward 
Childs,  President,  towards 
support  of  pupil  in  Barcelona, 
Spain,  30  00 

Cambridge  —  M  Willing  Help- 
ers," additional  towards  sup- 
port of  pupil  in  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards's school,  10  00 

Cambridgeport. —  Mrs.  W.  H. 
Hidden,  5  00 

Clintan.  —  Aux.,  Miss  Hattie  M. 
Haskell,  Treasurer,  16  63 

Coleraine. —  Miss  Rebecca  Al- 
len, 2  00 

Dedham.  —  Sarah's  mite-box 
towards  support  of  pupil  in 
Mrs.  Tyler's  school,  Zulu 
Mission,  Africa,  9  41 

Dorchester.  —  Village  Ch.,  for 
pupil  in  Mrs.  Edwards's  school,  30  00 

Falmouth.  —  "A  Friend,"  to 
constitute  L.  M.  Mrs.  Abby  L. 
Hanfordof  Unionsville,  X.Y.,     25  00 

Fitchburg.  —  Aux.,  Miss  Anna 
8.  Haskell,  Treasurer,  to  con- 
stitute L.  M.'s  Mrs.  H.  M. 
Trier,  Mrs.  Samuel  Hawes, 
Mrs.  Amelia  Upton,  78  00 

Haverhill.  —  West  Haverhill 
Beneficent  Society,  50  80 

Jamaica  Plain. — Mrs.  Gould's 
8.S.  class,  $9.68;  Willie  San- 
ger's savings  and  earnings,  52 
cents ;  Mrs.  Marcia  B.  Lincoln, 
and  Mrs.  John  Duff,  to  consti- 
tute themselves  L.  M.'s,  $50; 
aux.,  Miss  M.  A.  Brackett, 
Treasurer,  $204.35,  264  55 

Lak-eville.  —  ^lrs.  C.  L.  Ward, 
$10;  "Friends  of  the  Cause," 
$6.03,  16  03 

Lawrence.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  J.  L. 
Partridge,  Treasurer,  of  which 
$75  to  constitute  L.  M.'s  Mrs. 
Allen  Wilson,  Miss  Persia  B. 
Berry,  Miss  Louise  M.  Var- 
ncy,  102  00 

Leominster.  —  Mrs.  Conant's 
S.  S.  class,  4  00 

Lenox.  —  Mrs.  Amos  S.  Wash- 
burn, Mrs.  Laura  W.  Blos- 
som, to  constitute  themselves 
L.  M.'s,  50  00 

Lowell.  —  Aux.,  to  constitute 
L.  M.  Mrs.  Eden  B.  Foster,       25  00 

Millbury.—  Aux.,  Mrs.  C.  H. 
Peirce,  Treasurer,  with  pre- 


vious contribution,  to  consti- 
tute  L.  M.'s  Mrs.  Henrv  C. 
Hall  of  Poughkeepsie,  X.Y., 
Miss  Delia  C.  Torrey,  $38  00 

Newbnryport.  —  Xorth  Ch. 
Mission  Circle,  for  support  of 
two  pupils  in  Mrs.  Edwards's 
school.  60  00 

Netctonville.  —Aux.,  additional,  75 

Newton  Centre.  —  "An  Aged 
Friend,"  50 

Norton.  —  Wheaton  Fem.  Sera, 
teachers  and  pupils,  to  consti- 
tute L.  M.  Mits  Mary  B. 
Briggs,  23  00 

Sonthboro'.—  Pilgrim  Ev.  Ch.; 
Mrs.  Colby's  S.  S.  class  to- 
wards support  of  pupil  in 
Ahmednuggur,  10  25 

Stockbridge.  —  Anna  J.  Whit- 
ney, 2  00 

Wellesley.  —  Cong.  S.  S.,  for  Bi- 
ble-reader in  Ceylon,  50  00 

Winchester.  —  "Seek  and  Save 
Society,"  Miss  L.  Jennie  San- 
derson,  Treasurer,  for  gladio- 
lus-bulbs, 16  50 

Worcester.  —  Mr.  Pomroy 
Knowlton,  $8 ;  Mr.  E.  H.  San- 
ford,  for  pupil  in  Mrs.  Ed- 
wards' school,  $30,  33  00 

Total,      $1,053  67 
C.  Home  Building-Fund. 

Andover.  —  Mrs.  William  Ab- 
bot, $  5  00 

Boston.  —  Mrs.  Buck,  $50 ;  Mrs. 
S.  D.  Smith,  $100;  Mt.  Ver- 
non Ch.,  "A  Friend,"  $25; 
Mrs.  W.  O.  Grover,  $100; 
Mrs.  Daniel  T.  Coit,  $500. 
Shawmut  Ch.,  Mrs  Frederick 
Jones,  $300 ;  Mrs.  H.  H.  Hyde. 
$100;  total,  $400.  Central 
Ch.,  Mrs.  Ben].  E.  Bates, 
$100;  Mrs.  William  Hough- 
ton, $300;  Mrs.  Charles  W. 
Freeland,  $100;  Mrs.  Linus 
Child,  $50,  total ;  $550.  Union 
Ch.,  Mrs.  Charles  Scuddcr, 
$50,  1,775  00 

Boston,  East. — Maverick  Ch., 
Mrs.  Albert  Bowker,  500  00 

Clinton.—  Aux.,  Miss  Hattie 
M.  Haskell,  Treasurer,  18  09 

Dorchester.  —  Village  Church,     10  00 

Falmouth.  —  Mrs.  C.  T.  Jen- 
kins, -  10  00 

Fall  Biver.  —  Miss  Carrie  Bor- 
den, 200  00 

Jamaica  Plain.  —  Mrs.  John 
Duff,  100  00 

Maynard.  —  Mrs.  Lucy  May- 
nard,  10  00 
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Newburyport.  —  CampbeH  Mis- 
sion Band,  $75;  aux.,  Mrs. 
H.  A.  Ingrahani,  Treasurer, 
$200,  $275  00 

Northampton.  —  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Williston,  200  00 

Jtoxbury,  West.  —  'Hrs.  N.  G. 
Clark,  100  00 

Woburn.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  C.  S.  Ad- 
kins,  Treasurer,  31  75 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Providence.  —  Aux.,  Miss  Anna 
T.  White,  Treasurer,  Benefi- 
cent Ch.,  $212;  Central  Ch., 
$204.05;  Union  Ch.,  $130; 
Union  Ch.  S.S.,  $28.95  for  the 
support  of  Miss  Harriet  Ash- 
ley, Ahmednuggur,  575  00 


Total, 


$575  00 


C.  Home  Building-Fund. 
"  A  Friend,"  $5  00 

Providence.  —  Aux.,  "  "Willing 
Hands,"  $279;  Beneficent  Ch., 
Mrs.  Newell  Clark,  to  consti- 
tute L.  M.  Mrs.  A.  T.  Gurnsey 
of  Lake  Citv,  Minn.,  $25 ;  "  A 
Friend,"  $1 ;  Union  Ch.,  $5.10 ; 
Union  S. 8. ,$21.05;  Washing, 
ton  Village,  $14;  Free  Ch., 
$25;  Elmwood,  $5;  Pilgrim 
Ch.,  of  which  $25  from  Miss 
E.  C.  Shepley  to  constitute  L. 
M.  Miss  Mary  B.  Shepley,  $72; 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Whitman  of  Gro- 
ton,  Conn.,  $1;  "A  Friend," 
$4,  452  15 

CONNECTICUT. 

Hartford.  — Mrs.  Oliver  Parish, 
to  *  constitute  L.  M.'s  her 
daughters,  Mrs.  Harriet  L.  P. 
Talcott,  Mrs.  Ella  E.  P.  Cook,   50  00 

Middletown. —  Aux.,  1st  Cong. 
Ch.,  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Hazen, 
Treasurer,  of  which  $25  from 
Mrs  R.  T.  Lord  of  Piermont, 
X.Y.,  to  constitute  L.  M.  Miss 
Elizabeth  T.  Spring,  and  $5  by 
Mrs.  E.  H.  Goodrich,  50  45 

New  Have >i  Branch.  —  Miss 
Henrietta  W.  Hubbard,  Treas- 
urer, Mrs.  Henry  White,  to 
constitute  L.  M.  Mrs.  Charles 
White,  25  00 

New  London.  —  2d  Cong.  S.S., 

for  Mrs.  Chandler's  school,        40  00 

North  Greenwich.  —  Miss  Jane 
M.  Alcott,  to  constitute  L.  M. 
Mies  Elizabeth  T.  Bronson  of 
Bristol,  25  00 

West  Winsted.  —  Aux.,  Miss  M. 
P.  Hinsdale,  Treasurer,  17  00 


WolcottviUe.  —  Aux.,  Miss  S. 
C.  Ayard,  Treasurer,  $10  00 

Total,        $217  45 
C.  Home  Building- Fund. 
Middletown. — Aux.,  $3  00 

New  Haven  Branch.  —  Norwalk 
aux.,  Mrs.  C.  E.  Raymond. 
Treasurer,  to  constitute  L. 
M.'s  Mrs.  Sallie  Stuart,  Mrs. 
T.  B.  Butler,  Mrs.  Abby 
Starr,  Miss  Juliette  Betts,        100  00 

NEW  YORK. 

Homer.  —  Cortland  Academy, 


Cecelia  Mission  Band, 
New- York  City.  —  Mr.  D.  B. 
Hixon,  for  the  "  Warfield 
Scholarship,"  Harpoot  Fern. 
Sem., 


22  65 


30  00 


Total,         $52  65 
C.  Home  Building- Fund. 
New-York  City.—  Mrs.  E.  W. 
Chester,  $5  00 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Philadelphia  Branch.  —  Mrs. 
W.  E.  C.  Wright,  Treasurer, 
Newark,  N.J.,  Mrs.  Robo- 
tham,  to  constitute  herself 
L.  M.,  25  00 


Total,  $25  00 

ILLINOIS. 

Evmston.  —  "  E.  G.  I."  and 
"  M.  L.  P."  towards  support  of 
pupil  in  Miss  Fritcher's  school, 
Marsovan,  $10  00 

Sterling.  —  "  A  Friend,"  1  00 

Total,  $11  00 

WISCONSIN. 

Waukesha.  — For  the  education 
of  pupil  in  Mrs.  Tyler's  school, 
Africa,  $16  00 

Total,         $16  00 

IOWA. 

Garnoville.  —  Mrs.  L.  A.  Sack- 
ett,  $1  00 

Mrs.  James  Preece,  1  00 


Total,  $2  00 

Subscriptions,  $2,399  51 

C.  Home  Building-Fund,  3,835  09 

'  Life  and  Light,"  213  00 

'  Echoes,"  15  18 

'  Life  and  Light "  previous  to 

1873,  20  00 


Total,      $6,482  78 


TURKEY. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  PATRICK. 

We  are  permitted  to  make  the  following  extracts  from 
a  letter  from  Miss  Patrick  of  Erzroom  to  the  Woman's 
Missionary  Society  of  the  First  Congregational  Church, 
Chicago,  dated  Aug.  20,  1872 :  — 

"Perhaps  you  would  like  to  know  something  of  the  city 
in  which  I  live.  The  plain  of  Erzroom  is  about  forty  miles 
long,  and  is  entirely  surrounded  by  lofty  barren  mountains. 
Near  the  south-east  end,  and  about  three  miles  from  the 
mountains,  is  the  city  of  the  same  name.  From  a  distance, 
it  appears  like  a  great  brown  spot  upon  the  plain,  relieved 
only  by  the  minarets  and  towers  which  abound  here,  as  in 
most  Oriental  cities. 

"  Erzroom  is  very  compactly  built,  being  only  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  diameter,  and  containing  nearly  sixty 
thousand  people.  The  houses  are  so  closely  crowded 
together,  that  it  is  difficult  to  tell  where  one  begins,  and 
another  ends.  They  are  built  chiefly  of  stone  and  mud,  but 
sometimes  of  sun-dried  brick.  The  entrance  of  an  ordinary 
house  is  dark  and  narrow,  with  no  floor.  Doors  open  from 
it 'into  apartments  occupied  by  different  families.  Every 
family  has  a  doon,  or  cooking-room,  which,  in  most  cases,  is 
covered  with  a  conical-shaped  roof,  built  of  logs,  and  termi- 
nating in  a  small  opening  upon  the  outside  roof,  which  fur- 
nishes light  for  the  room. 
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"  At  one  side  of  the  room,  under  the  chimney-place,  is  a 
deep  hole  in  the  ground,  in  which  they  bake  bread.  High 
up  upon  the  wall  is  a  shelf,  upon  which  their  small  collec- 
tion of  dishes  is  kept.  Rows  of  large  earthen  jars  are 
arranged  around  the  sides  of  the  room.  If  the  occupants 
are  poor,  a  small  raised  platform  at  one  side  of  the  room  is 
appropriated  to  the  reception  of  visitors.  Here  rugs  and 
cushions  are  placed  to  make  it  as  comfortable  as  possible. 
Others  who  can  afford  it  have  a  small  parlor  in  addition 
to  this  common  family-room.  The  higher  rooms  jut  out 
upon  the  roof  very  irregularly  :  indeed,  there  is  not  the 
slightest  order  in  the  arrangement  of  buildings  in  Turkey. 
Some  of  the  streets  are  wide  ;  while  others  are^so  narrow, 
that  a  tall  man,  standing  in  the  middle,  can  touch  the 
buildings  on  both  sides. 

"  All  the  refuse  matter  of  the  city  is  thrown  into  the 
streets,  and  furnishes  food  for  the  dogs,  of  which  there  are 
thousands.  Each  dog  has  his  own  street-corner,  where  he 
lives.  If  he  ventures  into  another  street,  he  is  immediately 
pursued  by  all  the  dogs  upon  whose  domain  he  has  tres- 
passed, until  he  retreats  in  despair.  During  the  summer 
they  manage  to  obtain  a  miserable  subsistence  ;  but  in  the 
winter  they  die  by  hundreds.  They  do  not  much  resemble 
our  household  pets  at  home;  and  from  seeing  them  I  can 
understand  the  extreme  contempt  with  which  dogs  are 
referred  to  in  the  Bible.  The  Turks  consider  them  holy, 
and  do  not  allow  them  to  be  killed. 

"  Although,  as  I  said,  sixty  thousand  people  are  crowded 
into  Erzroom,  the  living  population  is  far  outnumbered  by 
the  dead.  It  is  sad  to  think  of  the  thousands  who  have 
died  without  any  knowledge  of  Jesus,  and  of  the  thousands 
who  are  now  living  in  ignorance  of  him,  yet  whom  we  can- 
not reach. 
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CHINA. 

LETTER  FROM  MISS  CHAPIN. 

Oxe  of  our  Christian  girls  in  the  school  at  Peking  has 
recently  been  betrothed  to  one  of  the  boys  in  the  school  at 
Tung  Chow,  who  is  studying  with  the  hope  of  becoming  a 
preacher. 

All  the  girls  who  have  hitherto  gone  out  from  our  school 
have  married  heathen,  and  we  have  generally  lost  sight  of 
them,  or,  if  not,  they  have  given  us  very  little  comfort. 
Often  they  have  seemed  to  lose  their  interest  in  the  truth ; 
and,  in  cases  where  they  have  made  some  effort  to  maintain 
a  Christian  life,  it  has  been  against  such  fearful  odds,  that 
it  has  appeared  as  if  nothing  short  of  a  miracle  could  keep 
them  from  falling.  They  are  never  allowed  to  come  to 
church  ;  and  they  visit  us  but  seldom.  In  some  instances, 
their  Christian  books  are  taken  from  them ;  so  they  have 
nothing  to  help  them  forward  in  their  religious  life,  but 
every  thing  to  hinder. 

This  girl  who  has  lately  been  betrothed  gives  more  evi- 
dence, we  think,  of  being  actuated  by  true  Christian  motives 
than  most  of  our  pupils. 

A  few  weeks  ago,  her  courage  #nd  adherence  to  principle 
were  severely  tested.  An  aunt  of  hers,  of  whom  she  was 
very  fond,  died.  It  is  the  universal  practice  among  the 
Chinese,  when  any  one  dies,  for  all  the  friends  to  assemble 
at  the  house  of  the  deceased,  and  spend  days  (weeks  and 
months  if  they  can  afford  it)  alternately  wailing  and  feast- 
ing. The  aunt  lived  at  the  house  of  the  girl's  mother ;  and 
the  friends  were  all  very  earnest  to  have  her  come  home. 
As  they  were  poor  people,  the  mourning  did  not  last  more 
than  three  or  four  days.  Miss  Porter  did  not  think  it  best, 
under  the  circumstances,  to  forbid  the  girl's  going,  but  left 
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her  to  decide  the  question  under  the  guidance  of  her  own 
judgment  and  conscience.  She  knew  that  her  refusal  to  go 
would  displease  her  friends,  and  perhaps  bring  upon  her  the 
charge  of  lack  of  affection  for  her  aunt.  Besides  that,  most 
young  people  enjoy  such  times  of  excitement ;  and  we  should 
not  have  been  at  all  surprised  if  the  girl  had  decided  to  go. 
But  she  felt  there  would  be  danger  of  compromising  her 
Christian  character,  and  so  made  up  her  mind  to  go  only 
for  one  day,  when  all  the  girls  had  a  holiday,  and  most 
of  them  went  home.  She  would  not  go  even  to  the  burial 
services,  lest  she  should  be  required  to  take  part  in  some 
heathen  ceremon3r.  We  felt  much  encouraged  by  her  firm- 
ness amid  the  influences  which  were  brought  to  bear  upon 
her.  She  let  her  friends  know,  too,  that  she  was  not  pre- 
vented from  going  home  by  her  teachers,  but  that  the  decis- 
ion was  her  own. 

We  have  strong  hopes  that  the  proposed  union  will 
be  a  happy  one.  We  feel  that  every  Christian  home  estab- 
lished in  China  must  exert  a  powerful  influence  for  good, 
and  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  there  will  be 
many  such  centres  of  light  scattered  among  these  dark, 
degraded  communities. 


JAPAN. 

SCENES  IN  YEDDO. 

The  general  desire  to  know  more  of  Japan  and  its  peo- 
ple leads  us  to  give  the  following  items  from  a  recent  letter 
from  a  missionary  of  the  Presbyterian  Board,  as  illustrat- 
ing some  of  the  customs  and  superstitions  of  the  country  :  — 

u  There  is  nothing  imposing  about  the  buildings  of 
Yeddo,  excepting  the  temples ;  and  they  are  not  visible  from 
the  streets,  but  must  be  approached  by  long  avenues.  There 


SCENES  IN  YEDDO. 


277 


are  many  large  parks  surrounding  the  houses  formerly  occu- 
pied by  the  daimios  and  their  retainers ;  but  these  are  en- 
closed by  high  walls,  with  huge  solid  gates,  so  that  it  is 
impossible  to  see  the  interior  without  climbing  some  hill 
or  tower. 

"  We  visited  the  spot  where  once  stood  the  castle  of  the 
Tycoon,  which  was  burned  during  the  late  war.  The  situa- 
tion is  elevated ;  and  from  a  tower,  still  standing,  there  is  a 
fine  view  of  the  whole  city  and  bay.  The  castle  was  sur- 
rounded by  four  high  walls  and  moats.  The  outer  one  in- 
cluded a  considerable  part  of  the  city ;  while  the  innermost 
one  enclosed  only  the  castle  and  grounds.  The  moats  are 
to  be  drained ;  and  workmen  are  now  employed  in  tearing 
down  the  walls,  and  preparing  the  stone  for  building  purposes. 
The  grand  old  gates  are  taken  down,  and  the  bronze  stripped 
from  them.  One  cannot  but  regret  to  see  these  evidences 
of  the  former  grandeur  of  the  city  so  recklessly  destroyed. 

"  On  Saturday  we  went  with  a  number  of  our  friends  to 
Asakusa,  in  the  northern  part  of  Yeddo,  where  there  is  a 
large  temple.  It  is  a  favorite  resort  of  the  J apanese  ;  and, 
as  this  was  a  festival  day,  there  were  crowds  of  gayly- 
dressed  men,  women,  and  children,  in  the  streets  and  tea- 
houses. Our  first  visit  was  to  the  temple.  The  god  to 
whom  it  is  dedicated  occupies  the  most  prominent  position 
in  it ;  but  there  are  other  minor  deities  stationed  at  various 
points.  I  was  particularly  interested  in  watching  the  peo- 
ple around  a  wooden  lido  called  the  1  pain  god.'  Any  one 
with  a  headache,  or  pain  in  the  arm  or  leg,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  bodj^,  comes  and  strokes  the  idol,  and  then,  with 
the  same  hand,  rubs  the  place  where  the  pain  is  felt.  The 
image  has  been  rubbed  so  much,  that  the  nose  and  other 
features  are  nearly  obliterated. 

"  Another  god,  and  the  pillar  near  which  it  stands,  are 
covered  with  pieces  of  paper.    On  these,  prayers  had  been 
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written,  after  which  they  were  chewed,  and  thrown  at  the 
idol.  If  they  stick,  it  is  a  sign  that  the  prayers  are  received, 
and  will  be  answered ;  but,  if  they  fall  to  the  ground,  the 
conclusion  is,  that  the  god  will  not  grant  the  requests. 

"Near  the  temple  is  a  collection  of  what  are  called  'wax 
figures,'  though  they  are  really  made  of  clay  or  something 
of  the  sort.  They  are  arranged  in  groups,  and  represent 
scenes  connected  with  the  history  of  the  god  of  the  temple. 

"  Several  times  our  progress  from  place  to  place  was  in- 
terrupted by  the  approach  of  a  large  car  drawn  by  oxen ; 
the  people,  sometimes  even  the  children,  assisting.  Upon 
the  car  was  borne  the  effigy  of  some  person  distinguished 
in  Japanese  history.  One  was  the  figure  of  a  venerable  old 
man,  with  long  white  hair  and  beard,  carrying  a  baby  under 
his  arm.  This,  we  were  told,  represented  an  officer  of  high 
rank,  who,  while  the  empress  was  gone  to  the  war,  took  care 
of  her  baby  for  her. 

"The  missionaries  in  Yeddo,  with  their  knowledge  of  the 
language,  have  great  opportunities  for  usefulness.  I  en- 
joyed hearing  a  class  of  twelve  girls  chant  the  Lord's  prayer, 
and  sing  in  their  own  language.  J.  h.  s. 


Has  not  the  following  letter  some  practical  suggestions 
or  many  of  our  readers  ? 

"  Last  evening,  at  our  church  prayer-meeting,  a  part  of 
which  was  devoted  to  talk  about  missions,  one  of  our  ladies 
spoke  of  sacrifices  for  Christ,  quoting  the  remarks  of  one 
who,  at  the  State  S.  S.  Convention  a  few  weeks  since,  ex- 
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pressed  her  determination  '  to  wear  one  bonnet  less,  or  to  do 
with  one  dress  less,  this  year/  that  she  might  have  more  to 
give  to  the  cause  of  missions. 

"  The  instrument  was  a  weak  one,  but  it  seems  that  the 
Lord  used  it ;  for  to-day  a  precious  little  girl  who  gave  her 
heart  to  Jesus  last  winter  came  to  me,  saying  that  her 
mamma  was  expecting  to  get  her  a  new  dress  in  the  fall, 
costing  two  dollars  a  yard,  but,  hearing  what  was  said  at  the 
meeting  last  night,  she  had  concluded  1  to  do  with  one  dress 
less,'  and  this  for  Christ's  sake. 

"  Dear  child  !  it  brought  the  tears  to  my  eyes  as  I  told 


her  it  was  noble,  and  God  would  bless  her  for  it. 


M.  G.  M. 


NOTICE. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  The  Woman's  Board  of  Mis- 
sions of  the  Interior,  will  be  held  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Nov.  5,  6. 

Secretaries  of  auxiliary  societies  are  especially  requested 
to  bear  this  statement  in  mind,  and  see  that  delegates  are 
appointed,  and  reports  prepared  to  represent  their  respective 
societies  on  that  occasion. 


RECEIPTS  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF 
MISSIONS  FOR  THE  INTERIOR. 
From  Juxe  15  to  July  15,  1873. 
MRS.  FRANCIS  BRADLEY,  Treasurer. 


Hudson.  —  Aux.,  A.  E.  Scott, 
Treasurer,  $7  50 

Huntington.  —  Two  friends',  by 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Ilaskell,  towards 
support  of  Domna  in  Sama- 
kov  school,  25  00 

Oberlin.  —  Aux.,  to  be  applied 
to  the  support  of  Mrs.  Mum- 


ford,  and  to  constitute  Mrs.  A. 

A.  F.  Johnston,  Mrs.  L.  M. 

Boise,    and     Mrs.  George 

Kinney  L.  M.'s,  Miss  Emily 

E.  Peck,  Treasurer.  $100  00 

Oxford.  —  Female  Seminary, 

auxiliary,  71  97 

Painesville.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 

of  Miss  Parsons  ($25  of  which 
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constitutes  Mrs.  H.  E.  Mosely 
a  L.-M. ;  $11  is  from  a  chil- 
dren's society  at  Parkman),     $97  00 


Total, 


$301  47 


MICHIGAN. 

Detroit.  —  By  Mrs.  Freeland,  for 
the  purchase  of  a  saddle  for 
Mrs.  Coffing,  collected  by 
Miss  Lucy  Sanborn,  $17 ;  W. 
M.  S.  of  Grand  Rapids,  $10; 
Mrs.  D.  M.  Ferry  of  Second 
Cong.  Ch.,  Detroit,  $23,  to 
constitute  Mrs.  D.  B.  Miller  a 
L.  M. ;  Miss  Lucy  Sanborn  is 
also  constituted  a  L.  M.,  $50  00 

Geneseo.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E.  F. 
Guile,  Treasurer,  34  46 

Grand  Rapids.  —  Aux.,  for  sal- 
ary  of  Bible-reader  in  Nicorne- 
dia,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Willson,  Sec,    24  00 

Muskegon.  —  Aux.,  Miss  C.  M. 
Gustin,  Secretary,  7  20 

North  Adams.  —  Aux.,  Mrs. 
Aylesworth,  17  60 


Total, 

ILLINOIS. 


$133  26 


Amboy.  —  Aux.,  and  S.  S.  by 
Mrs.  Andruss,  $21  00 

Champaign.  —  Aux.,  for  Sanaa- 
kore  school,  Mrs.  P.  W.  Plank, 
Treasurer,  10  00 

Chicago.  —  First  Ch.,  aux.,  for 
Miss  Patrick's  salary,  Mrs.  C. 
H.  Whittlesey,  Treasurer, 
$74;  Leavitt-street  Ch.,  aux., 
to  constitute  Mrs.  Sarah  M. 
Rose  a  L.  M.,  by  Mrs.  Moses 
Smith,  $34 ;  New-England  Ch., 
aux.,  for  salary  of  Miss  Cha- 
pin,  Mrs.  Hjortsberg,  Treas.,     43  67 

Danvers. — Aux.,  Mabel  Has- 
tings, Treasurer,  8  20 

Evanston.  —  Aux.,  for  salary  of 
Miss  Porter  (Mrs.  Edward 
Chester  of  Dindigul,  India,  is 
by  a  friend  constituted  L.M.), 
Miss  Minnie  White,  Treasurer,  77  85 

Farmington. —  Aux.,  $25  of 
which  constitutes  Mrs.  L.  B. 
Taylor  a  L.  M.,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Ervin,  Treasurer,  40  00 

Geneseo. — Aux.,  Clara  B. 
Perry,  Treasurer,  24  14 

Hoyteton.  —  S.  S.  Miss'y  Soc, 
$7;  Mrs.  Persis  Denton,  $10, 
by  Mrs.  H.  W.  Wells,  17  00 

Jacksonville.  — Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Evans;  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Adams,  Treasurer,  35  00 

Lisbon.  —  Aux.,  $17;  "Busy 
Bees,"  $14;  Mrs.  Adaline 
Evanston,  July  16,  1873. 


McEwen  completes  her  life 
membership,  and,  with  pre- 
vious contributions,  Mrs.  A. 
W.  Curtis  is  constituted  a  L. 
M.,  Mi6s  L.  S.  Langdon, 
Treasurer,  $31  00 

Pay  son.  —  Aux.,  Ellen  Thomp- 
son, Treasurer,  9  00 

Roseville.  —  Aux.,  for  the  Sama- 
kov  school,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Wy- 
koff,  Treasurer,  8  00 

Springfield.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Evans,  Mrs.  M.  A. 
Smith,  Treasurer,  65  00 

Waverly.  —  Aux.,  for  the  salary 
of  Miss  Evans,  $30  of  which 
is  for  1874,  37  00 

Total,      $534  86 


WISCONSIN. 

Appleton.  — Aux.,  Mrs.  A.  L. 
Smith,  Treasurer,  $30  00 

Berlin.  —  Aux.,  Miss  Luzelia 
White,  21  00 

Boioen's  Prairie.  —  Aux.,  Miss 
M.  J.  Smith,  5  00 

Fort  Atkinson.  —  Aux.,  Mrs. 
F.  H.  Montague,  Treasurer,      18  78 

Menasha.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Rounds,  Troas.,  7  07 

Milw  aukce.  —  Spring-street 
Cong.  Ch.,  aux.,  for  the  salary 
of  Marika  Genchora  of  Sama- 
kov,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Booth,  Treas- 
urer, 63  75 

Oshkosh.  —  "  Golden  Chain,"  by 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Chamberlain,  4  45 

Whitewater.  —  Aux.,  for  salary 
of  Miss  Taylor  of  the  Madura 
Mission,  with  previous  contri- 
butions, to  constitute  Mrs. 
John  M.  Clark  and  Mrs.  A.  G. 
Leland  L.  M.'s,  Miss  M.  V. 
Hall,  Treasurer,  .  40  00 


Total,      $190  05 


IOWA. 

Denmark.  —  Aux.,  Mary  E. 
Day,  Treasurer,  $29  20 

Grinnell.  —  Cong.  Ch.  and  soci- 
ety for  salary  of  Miss  Hillis, 
T.  H.  Bixby,  Treasurer,  64  73 


Total,      $93  93 


MINNESOTA. 

Lake  Preston.  —  Aux.,  Mrs.  E. 
W.  Kellogg,  Treasurer, 


5  00 


Total,  $1,258  5" 


Sept.         Published  by  the  Woman's  Board  of  Missions.  1873. 


AN  AFRICAN  CHURCH. 

BY  MISS  M.  W.  TYLER. 

N  the  next  page,  dear  children,  you  will  see 
a  picture  of  the  meeting-house  at  Aman- 
zimtote.  It  is  made  of  brick,  is  sixty  feet 
long  and  thirty  wide,  and  is  neatly  plas- 
tered and  whitewashed.  The  roof  is  of 
thatch-grass,  which  is  much  used  throughout 
the  colony.  It  is  especially  interesting  as 
being  the  first  church  built  and  paid  for 
almost  entirely  by  the  natives  themselves. 
As  a  first  step,  all  the  men  and  boys  upon 
the  station  —  of  whom  perhaps  two-thirds  were  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  twenty-one  —  agreed  to  two  months' 
labor.  During  that  time,  they  made  and  burned  the  brick, 
cut,  rafted  over  the  Umkomazi  River,  and  drew  to  the 
station  (a  distance  of  twenty  miles)  all  the  timber,  and 
laid  up  the  walls  as  far  as  the  windows.  When  the  two 
months  had  expired,  a  number  were  obliged  to  return  to 
their  employers,  whose  service  they  had  left  for  the  speci- 
fied  time.      The   others   remained,  finished   the  walls, 
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thatched  the  roof,  and  completed  the  inside  work.  The 
wooden  steeple  was  the  gift  of  an  English  gentleman  re- 
siding in  Durban. 

In  this  church  was  made  the  first  contribution  for  the 
support  of  native  missionaries,  which  has  grown  into  an 
efficient  home  missionary  society.  Inside,  the  house  is 
finished  with  a  simple  pulpit,  plain  but  neat  seats ; 
and  it  looks  like  the  country  churches  in  America.  The 
ceiling  is  composed  of  coarse  matting  made  by  the  women 
for  the  purpose;  and  I  used  to  think,  as  I  gazed  up  at  it, 
old  and  worn  as  it  was,  how  acceptable  a  gift  it  must  have 
been  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  as  showing  the  love  of  the 
poor  and  humble  towards  him.  The  pewrs  in  this  church 
are  not  sold ;  and  those  who  enter  in  are  gladly  welcomed, 
and  made  to  feel  that  there  is  room  for  all  in  God's  house. 

The  view  of  the  Amanzimtote  station,  from  a  hill  near 
by,  is  most  charming.    Come,  and  enjoy  it  with  me. 

We  look  down  upon  the  church,  raising  its  spire  towards 
the  sky.  Below  it  is  the  house  of  Rev. William  Ireland,  the 
principal  of  the  boys'  seminary,  the  white  walls  of  which 
peep  forth  from  a  luxuriant  growth  of  English  ivy.  Higher 
up  on  the  hill  is  Mr.  Pixley's  house,  also  ivy-covered ;  and 
beyond  is  the  new  seminary,  now  the  central  object  of 
attraction.  The  many  who  study  there,  we  trust  and 
pray,  will  go  forth  to  tell  of  the  Saviour,  of  whom  they 
themselves  have  heard  in  the  meeting-house  at  Amanzim- 
tote. 

It  is  nearly  three  years  since  I  have  visited  this  station, 
and  there  have  been  many  changes  since  then ;  but,  oh  ! 
how  I  wish  you  could  have  attended  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  missionaries  there  in  1870 !  On  Sunday,  not  only 
the  church,  but  also  the  old  seminary  building  (a  part  of 
which  shows  in  the  picture)  and  the  little  school-house, 
were   crowded  with   attentive   native   listeners,  eagerly 
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catching  the  words  of  those  who  addressed  them  from  full 
and  loving  hearts.  The  afternoon  communion  service  was 
also  very  touching,  when  native  Christians,  with  the  mis- 
sionaries and  their  children,  came  together  to  commemorate 
Jesus'  dying  love. 

I  am  sure  that  all  that  is  wanting  in  beauty  and  elegance 
about  the  church  you  would  at  once  forget,  and  think  only 
of  those  upturned,  earnest  faces,  upon  which,  thank  God! 
the  "  light "  has  now  "  shined." 


ORIENTAL  SALUTATIONS. 


I  wonder  how  some  of  the  little  readers  of  "  The 
Echoes.'7  who  think  it  a  great  trial  to  be  obliged  to  stop 

long  enough  in  their 
play  to  say  "Good-morn- 
ing," or  to  take  off  their 
hats  when  they  enter  a 
lady's  parlor,  would  like 
to  go  through  tiresome 
forms  like  these  men  in 
the  picture.  According 
to  Oriental  customs, 
when  two  most  intimate 
friends  meet  in  the 
street,  the  younger  must 
take  the  hand  of  the 
elder,  and  press  it  to  his 
heart,  his  lips,  and  his  forehead,  with  strong  expressions  of 
good-will.  When  any  one  enters  a  room  in  Turkej^,  all 
the  people  in  it  immediately  rise,  while  he  goes  through 
this  same  form  to  each  one  ;  and,  after  he  has  taken  his 
seat,  the  ceremony  is  repeated.    Sometimes,  when  a  room 
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is  full,  the  man  gives  and  receives  as  many  as  fifty  salaams, 
before  he  is  fairly  seated  and  at  his  ease. 

Two  Arabs  chancing  to  meet  will  kiss  each  other's 
hands  ten  times,  each  time  asking  the  question,  "  How  art 
thou  ? "  In  some  places  there  twenty  different  ways  of 
saying  good-morning.  Each  expression  has  its  own  appro- 
priate answer,  as  when  a  person  says,  "  May  your  day  be 
white  !  "  The  reply  is,  "May  yours  be  like  milk ! M  Perhaps 
one  says,  "  Good-morning  !  "  The  other  responds,  "  May 
your  day  be  enriched  !  "  "  By  seeing  you,"  replies  the  first ; 
and  the  other  adds,  "  You  enlighten  the  house  by  your 
presence." 

Of  course,  all  these  forms  are  very  foolish,  and  often  used 
by  those  in  a  state  of  deadly  hatred  toward  each  other ; 
yet  I  think  we  may  learn  a  lesson  of  never-failing  polite- 
ness even  from  the  heathen.  Then,  too,  the  Bible  tells  us 
to  "  be  courteous  w  and  "  kind  one  to  another,"  "  in  honor 
preferring  one  another." 


GATHERED  PEARL. 

BY  MISS  PAYS  OX. 

I  would  like  to  give  you  an  account  of  a  little  blind 
girl  connected  with  our  school,  who  was  taken  from  us  by 
death  not  long  since.  Her  name,  Sik  Ohio,  signifying 
"Gathered  Pearl,"  was,  I  think,  not  wrongly  given.  Lov- 
ing angels,  I  trust,  bore  her  spirit  up  to  heaven  as  a  pearl 
gathered  to  add  beauty  to  the  Saviour's  crown.  In  that 
day  when  he  makes  up  his  jewels,  this  little  one  may  be 
to  him  as  bright  and  precious  as  any.  She  was  found  on 
the  hillside  outside  our  mission  compound,  one  cold  No- 
vember morning  just  three  years  ago.  She  was  half- 
starved,  as  well  as  blind,  and  too  weak  to  walk ;  though, 


286 


ECHOES  FROM  LIFE  AXD  LIGHT. 


from  a  written  paper  found  pinned  to  her  ragged  garments, 
we  learned,  that,  according  to  Chinese  reckoning,  she  was 
just  five  years  old.  Her  mother  was  dead,  so  her  father 
wrote;  and  he,  being  too  poor  to  support  the  child,  begged 
the  kind  foreigners  to  take  pity  on  her. 

Tb-e  school-matron  cared  for  the  helpless  little  being 
with  a  mother's  tenderness ;  and  after  some  months  she 
became  comparatively  quite  strong  and  well.  Kind  and 
gentle  in  her  disposition,  she  was  a  favorite  with  the  older 
girls,  who  taught  her  many  hymns  and  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture. She  had  thus  learned  about  seventy  hymns,  repeating 
one  to  me  each  Sabbath  evening  when  the  other  pupils  recit- 
ed their  Bible  lessons.  She  could  say  the  Lord's  Prayer  and 
the  Ten  Commandments  without  hesitation,  and  also  three 
or  four  chapters  of  the  Gospel  of  Matthew.  Her  memory 
was  very  retentive ;  and  she  committed  these  things  much  • 
more  readily  than  older  children  in  the  school,  who  could 
see.  She  was  taught  to  pray  soon  after  she  came  here, 
and  would  never  retire  at  night  without  repeating  her  little 
prayer. 

One  evening,  not  long  before  she  died,  on  going  to  her 
sleeping-room  to  see  how  she  was,  I  found  her  on  the  floor 
by  the  bedside  unfastening  her  shoes  ;  and,  supposing  she 
had  already  prayed,  I  lifted  her  on  to  the  bed.  But  a  moment 
after,  as  I  turned  to  leave,  I  found  her  on  the  floor  again, 
kneeling  at  her  devotions.  She  took  her  meals  by  herself, 
her  food  being  placed  on  a  low  bench  in  front  of  her  little 
chair.  As  soon  as  it  was  brought,  and  the  matron  said, 
"  Sik  Chio,  here  is  your  rice,"  the  little  child,  without 
waiting  to  be  told,  would  cover  her  sightless  eyes  with 
her  tiny  hands,  and  ask  God's  blessing  on  her  food. 

We  did  not  think  that  she  would"  die,  though  she  had 
been  ill  two  weeks,  till  the  day  before  she  was  taken  away. 
She  then  refused  to  eat,  could  not  hear  a  word  that  was 
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said  to  her ;  and  toward  evening  the  little  sufferer,  without 
a  thought  of  death,  sank  into  a  quiet  slumber,  from  which, 
soon  after  midnight,  she  passed  gently  and  unconsciously 
into  that  last  long  sleep  that  knows  no  waking.  This 
"  little  blind  sister,"  as  she  was  often  called  by  the  Chinese, 
was  scarcely  seven  years  old  at  her  death,  and  so  diminu- 
tive in  size  as  to  appear  much  younger.  Her  short  life  was 
a  useful  one,  I  think,  in  its  influence  on  her  schoolmates ; 
and  older  persons  could  not  fail  to  notice  the  look  of  patient 
cheerfulness  which  rested  on  her  countenance.  Children 
of  her  age  are  usually  buried  here  without  the  least  cere- 
mony ;  the  body  being  wrapped  in  an  old  mat  or  cast-off 
garment,  and  carried  away  —  where,  none  but  the  rough 
grave-digger  knows.  But  our  Gathered  Pearl  had  a 
Christian  burial ;  a  coffin  neatly  covered  with  white,  her 
Sunday  garments  fresh  and  clean,  and  flowers  between 
her  folded  hands. 

I  miss  the  child  in  her  accustomed  seat  and  from  the 
Sabbath  evening's  recitation;  but  I  do  not  grieve  that  she 
was  taken  thus  early  from  our  midst.  I  rejoice  to  think 
of  her  as  a  white-robed  angel,  with  opened,  beaming 
eyes,  — 

"  Who  walks  in  soft,  white,  tender  light 
About  the  golden  streets." 

Dear  young  reader,  if  ever  you  should  go  to  heaven,  you 
will  find  many  "  Gathered  Pearls  "  among  the  Saviour's 
precious  gems.  Oh,  it  will  be  sweet  to  behold  them  as 
they  shall  shine  forever  to  his  praise !  and  sweeter  still  to 
find  one  set  in  Jesus'  crown  through  your  instrumentality, 
your  prayers,  your  efforts,  or  your  money. 

"  He  who  hath  and  will  not  give 
The  light  of  life  to  all  that  live, 
Himself  shall  lose  the  way." 
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MISSION-CIRCLES. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

Maine.  —  Ellsworth.  —  "  Cup-Bearers,"  .60  ;  "  Young  Reapers/'  .50. 
Massachusetts. — Auburndale  Mission- Circle,  $1.00. 

Boston    Highlands.  —  "Bird-Seed,"  by  two  little   cousins,  .75; 
"  Star-Circle,"  $9.00. 

Cambridge.  —  "  Willing  Helpers,"  $10.00. 

D(dham.  —  Sarah's  mite-box,  $9.41. 

Jamaica  Plain. —  Willie  Sanger's  savings  and  earnings,  .52. 

Newburyport.  —  North  Church  Mission-Circle,  $00.00;  Campbell 
Mission-Circle,  $75.00. 

Winchester.  —  "  Seek  and  Save  Society,"  gladiolus-bulbs,  $16.00. 
Rhode  Island.  —  Providence.— ■"  Willing  Hands,"  $279.00. 
New  York.  —  Homer.  —  Cecilia  Mission-Circle,  $30.00. 
Ohio. — Parkman.  —  Children's  Society,  $11.00. 
Illinois.  —  Evanston.  — Little  Workers,  $10.00. 

Hogleton.  —  S.  S.  Missionary  Society,  $7.00. 

Lisbon.  —  Busy  Bees,  $14. 
Wisconsin.  —  Oshkosh.  —  Golden  Chain,  $4.45. 


ENIGMA. 

BY  JULIA  H.  BANCROFT. 
I  am  composed  of  seventeen  letters. 

My  14,  2,  8,  is  the  name  of  a  man  mentioned  in  the  Bible. 
My  17,  2,  13,  is  a  personal  pronoun. 

My  9,  3,  13,  6,  4,  8,  9,  16,  is  the  name  of  one  of  Longfellow's  poems. 
My  9,  II,  1,  10,  is  what  God  is. 
My  15,  9,  7,  5,  is  a  fancy. 

My  whole  is  a  promise  from  God  to  missionaries. 


ANSWER  TO  ACROSTIC. 

Woman's  Board  of  Missions. 

We  have  received  correct  answers  to  the  acrostic  in  the  June 
number  from  B.  E.  B.,  Boston,  Mass. ;  L.  J.,  Montclair,  N.J. ;  and 
H.  F.  P.,  Andover,  Mass. 
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